
 Program: Paw Print Press   Program Director: Jeff Fournier 
 Age Group: Grades 3 - 5     Site Coordinator: Nina Mazuzan 
 Program Duration: 10 weeks   Activity Leaders: Ann Kiley and Chris Evans 
 Program Frequency: 1 time/ week      

Program Description 
Paw Print Press is a school newspaper club run by two parents, Ann Kiley and Chris Evans.  The program began 
in the 2009-10 school year and has put out three editions since its inception.  Students involved in the program 
take on a variety of roles from editor and writer to photographer and graphic artist.  The program is intention-
ally designed around finding a role for all interested students and allowing students the freedom to decide what 
pieces are essential to the paper and how best to create a product that incorporates those items.  Student voice 
is a key element in the program’s success and has been since the beginning when students decided upon the 
name, masthead, and “look” for the paper.  The dedication students have shown to putting out the paper has 
been tremendous and is likely a response to the dedication of the activity leaders.  Both Ann and Chris have 
backgrounds conducive to guiding a student newspaper, as a graphic artist and journalist respectively, and the 
enthusiasm they bring to the program is apparent.   

Key elements that led to the success 
seen within the Paw Print Press pro-
gram: 
 

♦ The program welcomes students with vary-
ing interests and flexibility within the pa-
per’s content allows for all interests to be 
nurtured. 

 

♦ The paper is student-driven and students 
are active participants in all decisions that 
affect the paper. 

 

♦ A strong enthusiasm for the project on the 
part of the parents who run the program. 

 

♦ Clear support from the site coordinator and 
an effort on her part to open the after-
school program to parents and community 
members with skills and interests to share. 
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At left: The first edition of the Paw 
Print Press.  Three editions have 
been released since the group 
formed in September 2009. 



Program Resources 
 

For programs interested in running a school newspaper, or similar group: 
 

 Paw Print Press  
 http://pawprintpress.wordpress.com 
 

 Paw Print Press publishes both a print and online school newspaper.  The online version can be accessed through 
 the website listed above. 
 
 WordPress 
 http://wordpress.org 
  

 Word  Press is a publishing platform that allows you to build a website upon which your online news publication can 
 be hosted.  See above for link to the Paw Print Press’ web-based newspaper using WordPress. 
 
 Local Newspaper Offices  
 www.50states.com/news/vermont.htm 
 

 Students at Edmunds Elementary After-School Enrichment visited the various media centers (television, radio, and 
 newspaper) at the University of Vermont before embarking upon the creation of their own newspaper.  See link 
 above for a listing of newspapers across Vermont that may welcome a field trip. 
 
 Newspaper Templates 
 

 Paw Print Press was produced using Adobe® InDesign®. 
 Templates for producing a student newspaper are available online: 
 

 Your Student News: www.yourstudentnews.com 
 
 Additional Resources 
 

 Read Write Think: 10-week lesson plans, and other resources, for producing a student newspaper. 
 www.readwritethink.org/classroom-resources/lesson-plans/creating-classroom-newspaper-249.html?tab=1#tabs 
 
 High School Journalism: Includes a How-To guide on starting a school newspaper, specific lesson plans, and a list 
 of resources specifically geared to working with older students. 
 www.highschooljournalism.org 
 

The Vermont Center  for Afterschool Excellence  is a statewide public‐private partnership dedicated to supporting and 
sustaining  innovative  learning opportunities beyond  the school day  for all Vermont’s children and youth. The Center’s 
activities are directed toward building the capacity and commitment of Vermont communities to increase the quality and 
availability of programs during non‐school hours.  The Lights! Camera! Learning! project under which the Paw Print Press 
program video was produced is funded through support from the C.S. Mott Foundation and the Vermont Department of 
Education. 
 
For more information about the Vermont Center for Afterschool Excellence, the Lights! Camera! Learning! project, or to 
view winning videos, please see the Center’s website: www.vermontafterschool.org. 

For more information about Edmunds Elementary After‐
School Enrichment or Paw Print Press, please contact: 

 

Nina Mazuzan: nmazuzan@bsdvt.org  
 

Edmunds Elementary After‐School Enrichment  
is part of Burlington Kids, a collaboration between the 

Burlington School District and the  
Burlington Parks and Recreation Department  

 
Burlington After‐School 
150 Colchester Avenue 

Burlington, Vermont  05401 


